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When our group decided  was thinking of a topic, all three of us realized we had common personal interest in The Battle of Gettysburg. Additionally, Marty had visited Gettysburg, Philadelphia at the sight of the battle, thus helping us with our knowledge of the battle before we started the project.

Our essential goal of our research is to determine how the Battle of Gettysburg effected the result of the civil war, and how America would be different if the Union had not won the battle. Some problems we ran into while researching was finding unreliable sources.One problem our group experienced was finding many irrelevant sources. Although they were reliable, they often focused on small details of the battle and not the overall picture which is what our research is concentrated on at this moment. We addressed this problem by broadening our search and selectively choosing sources that had a more overall understanding of the battle. With this overall understanding, we have moved forward on to our next research goal and are now trying to determine the effects the battle had on the Civil War. This also leads to research on the Battle’s effect on the country as a whole, and how it has affected the world as well.  Articles of press releases and alternate perspectives are very helpful to see this effect.  Even so, this is difficult because the battle is very complicated and many details have been lost throughout history. We also run into many sources that are mostly about the Gettysburg Address, which can be a problem when looking for good sources.  Another problem our group ran into were long articles. On several occasions we’ve found articles with more information than needed but still had important information within the text. To solve this problem we have relied on skimming through articles for relevant information. Some valuable resources we found were recommended to us from professor David Sibley from Cornell. David Sibley had previously ran a seminar about our topic and provided us with multiple books from military historians. One other source we found to be helpful was one written by Camilla Quinn about the town of Springfield, Illinois. From this our group learned of how the Civil War had wide spread effects on communities throughout the country despite it being mainly located on the eastern seaboard. It went into great depth about how citizens even as far as Illinois had to sacrifice their homes and resources to support the war effort. 

We decided to do a group project because we believe that with multiple people we would have more varied opinions of the subject. This is important because there are many different sides of argument over the Battle of Gettysburg that needs to be discussed. Also, the Battle of Gettysburg is a very popular topic that has been written about for many years and therefore there are many sources. We figured with more people, we would be able to find the better sources. 

After the Battle of Gettysburg, the north had the upper hand in the Civil war and because of this advantage eventually won. Despite this Battle not being the last, it was unique in the way that it had so many casualties and how it was fought so deep into Union territory. The Union was able to weaken the army of General Robert E. Lee, one of their greatest threats to them during the war, and was able to defend their territory which if taken, could have turned the war in favor of the Confederates. If the Union had not won the battle, the Confederates probably would’ve won the Civil War, and the world would be very different compared to what it is today. 
